n6	A BOOK OF BURLESQUE.
Covered the stage where'er the place was laid,
Serving alike for palace, cot or glade j
When, in a drawing-room, a servant-maid
Would sing a duet with the comic man ;
When dramas only for a few nights ran ;
When a rhymed tag to every piece was tacked j
When most plays had a dozen scenes an act;
When bucket boots and ringlet wigs were worn,
" Acting's a lost art," su, since you were born;
Those are the days which I look back upon,
Of broadsword combats with—" Ha, ha 1 Come on !'
Good Queen Bess was added to Mr. Burnand's gallery
in 1870, when his " E-liz-a-beth, or the Don, the Duck,
the Drake, and the Invisible Armada," was brought out at
the Vaudeville, with Mr. Thorne as the Queen, Mr. David
James as Whiskerandos, and George Honey as Drake.
The " Maiden Queen " has .not been greatly tantalised by
the burlesque writers, who, on the other hand, have made
very free with a gentleman who much disturbed her suc-
cessor—Guy Fawkes.    Mr. Burnand handled him in 1866
(at the Strand); H. J. Byron followed suit at the Gaiety in
1874 j last year we had the " Guy Fawkes, Esq." of Messrs.
" A. C. Torr" (Fred Leslie) and H. F. Clark; and I believe
that Mr, Wilton Jones, too, has written a travestie on the
subject.   Charles II. was burlesqued by Mr. Gilbert Arthur
a'Beckett in  1872, the locale being the Court Theatre,
and the full title of the piece " Charles II., or Something
like History."    In this, as  in Mr. Reece's  "Romulus
and Remus," there was   some   parody of  the   Lyceum
"Charles I. "-—Mr. Righton, as Cromwell, imitating both
Mr* Irving and George Belmore, besides indulging in the
cancan!   W. J. Hill was the King, and Mme. Cornelie

